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Light has come & 7

James Barnett £ 433 « & 45 5.12.21

Good morning everyone. How great do the Christmas lights look? I’m really thankful to the
team for working hard to set this all up.
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It’s a bit of a strange thing to set up lights in the southern hemisphere at Christmas time though.
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The tradition comes from Australia’s European heritage, where Christmas is the darkest time of
the year. And so lights are put up because of the season to light the way.
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But there’s something symbolic in it. Not just because we need to see, but we don’t like the
dark. As children, we’re afraid of the things that go bump in the night. Suburbs put lights up to
reduce crime. Light makes us feel safe. Rates of depression follow the season, increasing as the
dark increases. And the lack of light has a palpable impact on us as humans.
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But this attitude of putting lights up in the dark is symbolic of where we are as a people. We
think we can fix the darkness—the darkness of the world and in our hearts.
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We can be the agents of change. We have light in us to do it! The optimistic view is just that.
We can fix all of humanities problems. But the pessimist says that all you have to do is watch
the news. People have been hurting each other for thousands of years. Nothing will ever
change.
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Not sure which of those you are more likely to be. I change between the two of them.
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Suppose the light doesn’t come from within us, tempted to be desperate. No hope. Humanity is
doomed.
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But what John 1 and Isaiah 9 show, which was just read for us, is that there is a third way. One
where we can see the world as terrible and dark, but also that there is a light. We need the light
that comes not from within us but from outside of us.
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We need the Light to Come, Jesus himself, to light our darkened hearts and this darkened
world.
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And a strange thing happens for those that follow Jesus the light. It’s the opposite of a tan from
being in the light, the sun. The light of Jesus doesn’t make us darker, but we become light to
others.
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Context 353%
It’s a new series. It’s Christmas. It always creeps up on me and surprises me.
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This series shows that light has come. God himself has come, and now we can see because of
Jesus because we are blind and can see without him
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Challenge #:¥
What does it mean that Jesus is light? And our challenge today will be for us to be light to a
dark world.
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1. Darkness Z &

It can often seem like Christmas is for the kids. Presents, the decorations. The food is all aimed
at the kids and families. But Isaiah 9 shows who Christmas is and who the light is for.
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Isaiah 9:1-2
(AEEZE) 9:1-2

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he
humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future, he will honour
Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—The people walking in
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darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness, a light has
dawned.
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Gloom. Distress. Darkness. It’s not really family-friendly, hallmark movie vibes. But it’s a
description of the area of Galilee. Because Galilee was geographically the front door of the
nation of Israel where invading foreign armies would turn up.
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This message is for the broken and downcast, and oppressed. God is going to honour this town
of Galilee in a special way.
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Galilee, described in verse 2, In darkness.
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The bible describes the world as stuck in darkness—both in terms of evil and ignorance. We’d
use the same language. We’d say about ignorance — I’m in the dark, I don’t know what’s going
on. Evil, we’d say black-hearted, they have darkness, gone to the Darkside. In Chinese, say a
similar thing, ?? to describe a black heart.
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You don’t have to look much further than what was happening in the time when Jesus was
born. It was a dark world, filled with darkened hearts.
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Jesus’ birth was a time of violence and injustice, abuse of power and homelessness, refugees
fleeing oppression and families ripper apart filled with grief.
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But that world isn’t actually all that different from ours. We see the fark and long for the light,
for justice and safety and protection from evil. Humans have a longing and love of light, of
salvation, that we think that we can fix the problems around us. Innovation and technology, and
cultural understand will fix all the problems of war and racism.

2B E R LA MR EZAMFTERR . KMARES, BZAN, BEZE
R BEMEHRRE, ABHL, BEAZBLDFAE, RMDAHRMT AMB R KNP
A9 RE . B HT Fe BT VAR AR 3L R AR ik 3K ﬁ*?ﬁﬂ?fﬁﬁ%i«’fx AP P R



Traditional

We hold up stories like Christmas day in world war 2, when the battle lines between the
Germans and the English stopped for 1 day, and they played football. And we say, Yes! We can
so it, we can end all war, there is light within humans to fix it.
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But then the footballers went back to war for the other 364 days of the year. And as much as we
like to think that we are more evolved, less racist, less violent. Oppression and violence are still
rampant 2,000 years on from Jesus.
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No one knows how to cure suffering and evil. At the end of chapter 8 of Isaiah, the people try
to. They consult magicians and mediums instead of God. The chapter finishes “they will look
toward the earth and see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom.”
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Nothing has changed. We still look to human resources to fix the world.
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I’m told by my wife who loves a Christmas movie that a common plot is that love will conquer
all. At Christmas it’s a time to put differences aside and be a world of peace and love. People
come together to fix a Christmas need. But that’s not the message of Christmas.
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Here from Isaiah 9 the message is that it’s dark. The world is evil and ignorant. Not even
realising how bad things are. That’s one of the reasons social media is having such a negative
impact on peoples lives, because we are now able to see just how evil the world is.
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Thinking that humanity can save itself just leads to more darkness.
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So the message of Christmas cannot be — let’s be united, and peaceful and love, and the spirit of
Christmas will bring us together. We grow up and learn about the parts of Christmas that are
just stories and fairy tales, but we want to hold on to the view that the light is in us, and that if
it’s the right time of year, it’s Christmas, the Christmas spirit can help heal the world.
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But the opposite message isn’t true. It’s not true that we are stuck in darkness, that we should
just give in, became apathetic and not care about what’s going on.
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Instead, the message of Christmas is that the world is dark, but the light has come. Things are
bad, really bad, but there is a hope that has come.
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But there is hope, and it’s a baby.
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2. Light %
Isaiah 9:6 says,
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6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.
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Isaiah 9 not only tells us who this light is, but also how we get it.
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This light, Jesus the son of God born to die on the cross, he is given to us. This light that comes
to our darkened sinful hearts, the light that comes to reveal who we really are and reveals God
himself, this light is given to us. The only way you can receive it is to admit it’s a gift that
comes from grace. It’s a gift we don’t deserve.

B, LROATHRRAT EALETFRERE, EBHEAME, BRI AMEE
AEGSF, BRAMOAEATSHER T EF A THARGEEIG, RiEETCHE
— AR AT R R A BB, R AIREIFE A,

Christmas is about receiving presents, but this is a gift that is really hard to receive. If you’ve
ever been in financial trouble and someone has offered a chunk of money to help you out, it
means you have to swallow your pride.
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Or imagine it’s Christmas morning, and you’re opening presents, and there’s a book called
“how to properly put on make up for your face shape”. What do you mean, why did you get me
this? Or peel back the tape, opening the wrapping and there’s a book from another friend called
“how to get over yourself and your own pride”, what! So you open a card instead and there’s an
unasked for gym membership. You grab something out of the stocking and it is rogaine to grow
back hair.
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Now you could get angry at this. But these gifts are hard to receive. To receive them you have
to admit you have flaws and weakness and you need help. That you’re terrible at putting on
make up, that you’re arrogant and hard to be around, or balding. Have to swallow pride and
admit need help.
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That’s what Christmas means. I’'m flawed. I’'m weak. My heart is dark. The culture I’'m living
in is darkened and sends me scurrying around in the dark. And I can’t pull myself together. I
need this Christmas gift, I need to be saved by grace.

EHRREHRHGOETR. RAHBMNG, KRG, ROSLERN, RTLFHINALR
Ay, EARABR PR K. REERMELR, RFZEHEHREY, RTEZETLRLRFT
o

I’'m in desperate need of this Child, God’s son given to us. Isaiah 6 title; The title of Jesus here
1S amazing.
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Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
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He’s the wonderful counsellor. God became flesh, he knows what it’s like to be frail and
human, If God was really born in a manger, he is a God who understands us from the inside,
he’s had the same experiences. There’s no other religion that says their God suffered just like
his people. Jesus knew what it was like to be courageous in the face of suffering, to be
abandoned by friends and alone, to be crushed by injustice, tortured and die. How amazing that
we can take our burdens to him.
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But if he’s also Mighty God and everlasting father that means he created the world. And it’s
easy at Christmas time to like the story of the baby born in the manger. But people didn’t just
like Jesus. They either loved and worshipped and followed him, or they hated him and wanted
him dead.
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Tim Keller makes the wonderful point that it’s too limiting, too small to say that we celebrate
Jesus being born at Christmas. We should stare dumbstruck, lost in wonder.
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You know that feeling when you see a really wonderful Christmas light display. You could
spend hours there. And there’s an ice-cream van and a coffee van that pulls up next to it
because everyone is amazed by it. We take photos and share them, look at this display.

LT A B AEF S BB AR . T AL LB F, H—
KM 2 e —dhoedE 2 b AS 2w FiE, B AEBARE R EF, AMBREISF T
1, AAEEET.

How much more the true light of Christmas, Jesus himself.
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3. Reflections. &%
John 1:9 says that Jesus is the light, but also that he is going to give the light. The light that we
so desire to have and be and shine to others. That light comes from Jesus and then his disciples.
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Jesus, in Matthew 5:14-16 says,
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14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives
light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
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Jesus says that we, the church are the light of the world. We have seen the light, Jesus, and we
get to take this light to the diverse city of Chatswood, to our families, to our frontlines.

IRk AM T RY Lok, AMCLFER TR, &K, KMATUKEA R 2LFE
18 % TACEG IR T . &AT89 RAF2 R ATOGATEE 6



Traditional

One way to understand this is that we are like the moon.
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The moon has no light of it’s own. The Sun sets. The light goes. But the moon reflects the sun’s
light to us, and we can still see.
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We are the moon. We are to bask in the glory of Jesus, and shine that out, no matter how dimly
to the people around us. So that people realise they’re in darkness.
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The sun has gone, but it’s light still shines on us.
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The Son has gone to heaven, but his light still shines from us.
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Light shines against darkness, reveals things for what they are, gets rid of deception and half
truths.
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Jesus in Matthew 5 called us to let the light shine so that people would see our good deeds.
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Just this last week, we set up the Christmas lights. We want the church building to be noticed so
that people say Wow, look at that light on a hill.
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But how much more do we want all of Chatswood, our frontlines, our families to see our good
deeds of love, and generosity, forgiveness, how we go out of our way to shine light of Jesus
into peoples lives?
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So we can be the moon to people. Don’t look at me, I’'m loving you because I’'m loved by
someone wonderful.
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I have 3 encouragements of what it could look like to be the Light of Jesus.
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1. From Matthew 5, Don’t hide your light.
#(/XBE) F5FHE, REBRAKROE,
Imagine you were stuck in the dark, stumbling around stubbing toes and shins, and someone
knew where the light switch was! Don’t be that person. People are stuck in darkness without us,
ignorant of Jesus.
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2. Take your light where it’s dark
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I’m going to be giving these out to my neighbours this week. But not only that, take your light,
your good deeds to where it’s dark. Have eyes for lost and hurting people. Sharing the good
news of Jesus is what we should be doing, invite people to Christmas here with us. But also sit
with them in grief, offer help or food.
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Great to see our church pack boxes of food for toys and tucker. But who do you know, what
person in your community could use a display of love.
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3. Shine together
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Y ou might not be feeling like the fullest moon reflecting the light of the son, Jesus. Might be
feeling eclipsed by your own struggles and world. So take another light with you. What could
your community group do, who could your family love. How can we get together to shine light
on mission for Jesus.
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We as a church can have an impact together.
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Conclusion #3&
At Christmas time we love to celebrate light. But this year, let’s reflect more on Jesus, so we
can reflect him to the world.
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