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Have you ever seen the TV show Undercover Boss?
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CEO of a large organisation goes undercover, working with people they don’t usually spend
time with.
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And the employee doesn’t realise who they’re talking to too! Sometimes they do silly things
like speak badly about an organisation. But other times they speak about things to make them
better for the organisation.
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Sometimes they come up with radical ideas to fix company issues and save money. And the
CEO listens and makes a significant change.
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Do you think you’d speak the same to your boss or the CEO?
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What about God?
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What does it say about God and our relationship if we don’t ask him for big significant things
but only for small things?
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The way we view God directly impacts the way we pray.
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If we have a small view of God, we’ll ask for small things. Our prayer will follow if we have a
big, grand, incredible view of God.
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Last week we started to restore Awe as we headed towards Easter. We saw the value of
regularly gathering together as part of the rhythm of life to point us back to the awesome God.
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The challenge for us today will be to reconsider how we view God as we seek to restore our
Awe of God to get our prayer right. Do that by looking at the last hours of Jesus’ life before
he’s arrested. Compare his prayer life with the disciples.
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1. Disciples’ prayer P4t &9 #& %

Jesus faces the last painful hours before he knows that he will be arrested, tried, and executed.
So, he goes to pray—verse 36.
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36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them,
“Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee
along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My
soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with
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He’s sorrowful, so he asks his disciples to help him. Jesus, who’s raised the dead and healed
people, calls God his Father — asks his disciples to help watch, stay alert, and bear this burden
with him.
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But they can’t! Verse 39.
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39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is
possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” 40 Then he
returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch with me
for one hour?” he asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
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They can’t stay alert and awake. It’s another aspect of the sad story of everyone betraying
Jesus.
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He asks them to watch and pray so that they will not be tempted. Jesus tells them to pray for the
same thing he’s praying for.
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Jesus is praying to God that he would obey and not fail God and fall into temptation. And he
asks his disciples to do what he’s doing—being alert to temptation, seeking to obey God. But
they failed three times. Again in verses 43 and 45.

MR ELEBETER, FeEE LFREGAFRE 0 LFAis, 2K MR E
EMEE. 2HFER, FROERLEF, BRMEKKT 3k, 25434557 F2F
REGE K,

Their flesh has let them down. The disciples struggled physically to watch and be alert. It says
in verse 43 that they were sleeping because their eyes were heavy. They were physically tired.
It kept them from doing what Jesus was doing, praying.
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I’m sure we’ve all been there. Struggled in a movie to keep watching. Fighting microsleep
when driving a car or even praying late at night.
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But this isn’t just a bad moment. Jesus bared his soul to his three closest disciples. “My soul is
overwhelmed to the point of death.” And they couldn’t read the importance of the moment.
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They didn’t understand what was about to happen.
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Even though Jesus had told his disciples that he was going to the Father and that they would all
fall away, they didn’t heed his warning.
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Peter’s view of himself is too big, and his view of God is too small. He ignores Jesus’ warning
about falling away, promising that he would go and die. And then, when Jesus is being arrested,
he attempts to save Jesus with a sword!
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His view of himself is still too great, and his view of God is too small.
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Where does God fit when we feel self-sufficient and self-confident?
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A right view of ourselves leads to a right view of God. Humility leads to Awe. We can’t have
Awe of God if we still think that we’re in control and self-sufficient.
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It is one of the common things in movies that are very satisfying. When a person is very
arrogant, they learn their lesson.

ERHFTHRANET —BETLSARTHEFRR, & EIEFTHRRGAGZIRMTGEI

Peter needed to learn the lesson of humility to understand what God was doing. The disciples’
lack of prayer indicates their view of the situation and their view of God. Still self-sufficient,
not dependent on his grace.
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2. Jesus’ Prayer Ff &k &9 4%

The disciples’ view of themselves impacts their prayer. We’ve already briefly touched on
Jesus’ prayer, but let’s look now, comparing it to the disciples to see how he views God.
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37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be
sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to
the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”
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Jesus knows what’s coming, and so he’s sorrowful. And his posture says so much. Verse 39
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39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is
possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”
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He falls on his face sorrowful whilst his disciples are lying down sleeping. And he implores
God 3 times, “take this cup from me, yet not as I will, but as you will.” What does this tell us
about his view of God?
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It’s both full of Awe and also intensely personal and close.
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Personal — Jesus, even when he is about to die, still calls God his Father. It’s very relational. It
is one of the key reasons the Jewish leaders wanted to kill him because he called God his
Father. He repeatedly comes to God with his needs.
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Awe - And he comes in Awe of his Father. He has the right view. He knows God, and he will
obey. He has humility complete view of who he is.
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He knows how powerful and in control God is. So much that Jesus can ask a crazy radical
request. If it’s possible, take this cup away from me. God, you are the one who saves. You are
the one who is both just and generous. Full of grace. Is it possible that there’s another way?
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You can’t bring that prayer to God if you have a small view.
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Jesus can only say not my will but your will because he has a big view of God’s love,
compassion, holiness, and sovereignty.
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Knowing the awesome God personally means Jesus prays differently to the disciples. Knowing
his grace, wisdom, power, and love.
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Jesus can ask for big things. He can ask for radical things.
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He can come praying, knowing that God is in control.
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We can pray for similar things, too, because Jesus has been raised from the dead, and we have
been given his Spirit, brought into his family. We can pray big radical prayers.
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God, I know you’re generous, and you are the one who brings salvation; save this friend. Don’t
let them die without knowing you.
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God, I know you are powerful and wise and sovereign; it seems impossible, but end this war
because I know you’re in control. God, bring an end to COVID.
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But also God, not my will but yours.
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3. Prayer and Awe #7#& L # &

What’s the connection between our prayer and our view of God, our Awe of him? When our
Awe is restored, we pray in line with our Awe of God. If we only have a small, insignificant
view of God, so will be our prayers. But when our view of God is in Awe of him, so will our
prayers.
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I wonder if getting our prayer to him right will reorient our Awe back to him.
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I wonder if speaking right corrects our viewing of God.
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It’s almost like teaching children to say thank you and please doesn’t teach them respect, but it
leads to it.
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I wonder what your prayers are like in this season? Are they distracted, quick, short or non-
existent? Do you quickly pray at mealtime, but not for too long, so the food doesn’t get cold?
Do we just bring random ad-hoc requests to God?
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Or do we pray like the disciples, with heavy eyes falling asleep?
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We need prayer like Jesus, that has a right view of God and is very personal.
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How did you learn to pray? I wonder if our pray stays self-taught, it will just reflect what we
think of God.
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Firstly, how do we address God?
"k, &MFZAeTHEF LR ?

In the Lord’s prayer, how does it start? Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done.
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It is so wonderful and helpful for us.
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It starts with a posture of Awe. You are in heaven, and you are holy. You are the boss of the
world, and your will should be done.
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One of the prayer practices we’ve encouraged is praying through the Lord’s Prayer. I’ve used it
and loved it. It takes me out of the habit of asking for a parking spot and things that seem
important to me in the moment, but they are prayers that forget God’s size and grandeur.
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Another style of praying is the ACTS structure. I love things like this because my brain is a wet
sieve. I forgot things, and I’ll quickly pray for what I want.
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ACTS, adoration, confession, thanksgiving, supplication. Helpful structure.
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But what would it look like to sit in Adoration of God’s Awe for a bit in prayer? Pray prayers
reflecting on his amazing grace and wisdom, that he is everywhere, his sovereign control, his
great and boundless love, that he has made the world, and that he is eternal.
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If we spent more time meditating and sitting in that, I wonder how we would grow as his
disciples.
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We might even just be able to pray about how awesome he is and not ask for anything. Would
it be possible to remember that God is good to us and trustworthy and that he knows what we
need, and maybe not even ask for things we need because we know he’s good?
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A little while ago, one of my kids asked me a question that stopped me in my tracks. They
asked at breakfast time, can we have food today? I think it was just the way it was worded. Of
course, we don’t ration food. I was just getting you breakfast, give me 3 seconds, and I’ve got
you.
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But I wonder if that’s how we pray to God? God, I desperately need these things. And God’s
like, I know what you need, and I’ve got you! Don’t fret.
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To help me this week in prayer, I’ve been using the ACTS prayer structure. But to make the
adoration deeper and not just say, “God, you’re great”. I’ve come up with an acronym because
my brain is a wet sieve. The word is awesome.
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God has;
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Amazing Grace.
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Wisdom
A

Everywhere
E Y2

Sovereign and in control.
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Love (love heart)
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Maker of all things
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Eternal.
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Why do I want to have a deeper prayer life? I know what will happen when I pray to this
AWESOME God. I’'ll grow deeper in trust, knowledge, and love for him. I’1l be able to trust
him with the small and big things.
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And then, like Jesus, pray radical prayers.
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Jesus’ prayer is a wonderful balance for us. A balance of Awe and intimacy.
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Jesus obeys God but also calls him Father. We need to do both.
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I heard a story recently of a royal holding court. They are deciding on people’s lives, with
armed security there. People speak in hushed tones in the kings’ presence. Countries bringing
requests for aid and allegiance. Then suddenly, a screaming child sprints past security, straight
to the monarch and jumps on them.
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Only to be greeted by a hug and the child asking the parent, the king, what’s for lunch.
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It is true of God. We are called to come to him like a child, but that doesn’t mean that our
requests must all be child-like. But run the risk of missing out on how awesome he is and how
powerful and generous he is.
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I know at least one person I’m speaking to today who has big issues that they are carrying,
burdens on their back. I know that there are people here today struggling. I’'m one of them.
Micah, my youngest, has only just been vaccinated for the first time. There’s been an
underlying sense of uneasiness and fear that [ don’t even think about.
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God wants us to trust in him in uncertain situations.
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God wants to heal broken hearts.

i o Y €2 INNN

He wants to see lives changed.
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Addiction ended.

Relationships healed.
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Friends saved.
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Relationships between families, children and parents healed.
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But do we bring these things to God?
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Let me pray to this awesome God now.
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