Traditional
Sojourners & Foreigners

FaRAIT A

Genesis £t 32 3-22 & Luke #4048 & 4:16-30
USED 1% F: St Paul’s % 4% % % 13th February 2022 ¥ 2 A 13 H

It was November 2005, and I was in Alice Springs on the invitation of the Bible Society
speaking at an event to raise awareness for its ministry to remote areas of Australia.
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And the importance of all people having the bible in their own language.
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I was to speak at the event in an aircraft hangar on the Friday night and then at a local church
on the Sunday morning.
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A friend of mine came along for trip. We had spent the Saturday exploring parts of the outback.
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In the evening we were walking back to our hotel along a path on the edge of a dry riverbank.
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To our left we could make out in the moonlight a group of Aboriginals drinking in the
riverbank.

B L%, RPTT AL AR T P3RS —HRAERETF BB,

Up ahead, across the road to our right was a housing area with lots of yelling.
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Let me just pause there for a moment.
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I grew up marinating in a culture of prejudice towards Aboriginals, even though I knew some
aboriginals personally.
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It came from rhetoric of the culture, but also my own negative experiences at school and work.
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You could say my friend’s experience was more acute than mine.
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He spent a good part of his childhood years in Walgett - a very troubled place in terms of race
relations.
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In this moment both of our prejudices came to the surface.
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I said to him “Do you see the group to the left in the riverbank?”. He did.
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At that moment a group of about 20 Aboriginals came out of the slum area up to our right.
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They were walking in the direction of the group sitting in the riverbank.
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It became obvious that we were going to basically walk straight into each other.

BB, RATAFFobe ] E 05 E

As we walked closer, we talked about our escape path in case something went wrong.
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We were both silent as we walked closer. We were hoping that they wouldn’t notice two white
guys walking alone in the dark.
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They did see us. As we approached the leader, an elderly aboriginal lady, put out her arms and
stopped the group from walking all over us.
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They all obliged by stopping. As we walked past, she said “Good evening gentlemen.”
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We returned the well wishes and then went quiet. We walked on a bit and my friend said, “How
bad to I feel.” All I could say was “Yep”.
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God used that moment to expose something of the sin of racial prejudice that lurked in my
heart.

LRI RAR— 2 3B FE T BRSSP R AE AR AR LAY 5



Traditional

It didn’t escape me that I was there speaking about the necessity of the word of God going to all
people - even to remote aboriginal communities - and I had a prejudice in my heart towards the
people who would receive that ministry.
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There was a disconnect between what I knew to be right and good and part of God’s purposes
and my heart.
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I was treated with more dignity than what I afforded them.
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And it was a long way from my starting point last week, all humans are of one origin by divine
design.
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The implication is the extreme dignity of all human beings.
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The Christian view of CREATION does stand in contrast to the atheist evolution theory that is
broadly accepted as FACT in our secular society.
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Charles Darwin’s Origin of Species gave rise to the separation and classification of plant and
animal species.
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This flowed over into categorising humans into a hierarchy arranged according to evolutionary
advancement.
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It’s interesting what Stephen Jay Gould wrote on the connection between racism and
evolutionary theory.
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Gould was an evolutionary biologist who significantly opposed creationism and the Christian
faith. He wrote:
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biological arguments for racism may have been common before 1850 - note that, that is before
Darwin’s ‘Origin of Species’ - but they increased by orders of magnitude following the
acceptance of evolutionary theory.
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This is where I think part of the problem is...it is difficult to deliver on an equality when you
explain difference in terms of some people groups being less evolved than others.
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The Bible knows nothing of a hierarchy of races as evolutionary theory does.
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And yet, one of the most serious and damaging interpretations of the Bible on this whole issue

of race, is Genesis 9:18-27.
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At the end of Genesis 9, Noah and his family are settling down after the flood.
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Noah plants a vineyard, drinks a little too much wine, and ends up lying naked in his tent.
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His son HAM sees his father’s nakedness and tells his brothers.
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When Noah finds out what his youngest son has done, he pronounces a curse on Canaan, who
was HAM’s youngest son.
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Genesis 9:25 says: Cursed be Canaan! The lowest of slaves will he be to his brothers. He also
said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Shem! May Canaan be the slave of Shem. May God
extend the territory of Japheth; may Japheth live in the tents of Shem and may Canaan be his
slave.
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Throughout the last twenty centuries, numerous Christian, Jewish and Muslim writers
connected this curse of Ham to Black Africans.
il R0y B s AR, F SRR A F A KM A ag s AR i B AR

This text became the standard text in defence of slavery in England, the southern states of
America and Apartheid in South Africa.
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That is, because they translated the name HAM as ‘black’ or ‘burnt’, the curse was applicable
for all black people.
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They also concluded that Ham’s brother, Japheth, represented white people. Therefore, God
commands the slavery of black people by white people.
WZFE &, 200L%, HH, KxaA. B, EfFasdbaAiZEA

I won’t go into the details, but simply to say, you’ve got to do some pretty fancy work with the
text to come to that conclusion, but some good people have done it.
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I’'m glad we’ve got a Bible and God’s perspective on the history of humankind.
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The Bible does not relate our RACIAL and ETHNIC differences in terms of lower life forms,
or in terms of God having favourites, but in terms of SIN.
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Our rejection of God.
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On that night in Alice Springs in 2005 my prejudiced, sinful heart was the problem.
2005 72 52 R R 69 ARE L b, 4910 LA 3 2098 R BT

But it doesn't just identify sin as the core PROBLEM of RACIAL PREJUDICE and
ETHNOCENTRICITY, it also reveals the SOLUTION.
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The Bible sees the fracturing of all relationships due to the rejection of God in Genesis 3.
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Adam and Eve are created in God’s image to display his majesty.
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When they rejected God, and his purpose, and wanted to make it about them.
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Consequence was that all relationships were smashed.
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Before sin they were naked and felt no shame. There was intimacy and acceptance.
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As soon as they rejected God they had to be clothed. A barrier went up between Adam and Eve.
Shame and self-preservation kicked in.
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From the moment they rejected God, the unity of humans in the image of God, became
mirrored by its unity in sin.
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Romans 1 is Paul’s version of the FALL OF HUMANITY, making it clear that the whole of
humankind is contaminated by sin.
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It’s an ugly picture of sinful behaviour: they became filled with every kind of wickedness, evil,
greed, and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, and malice. They are gossips,
slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they
disobey their parents; they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. Although they know
God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to
do these very things but also approve of those who practise them.
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Our unity in this is explicit in Romans 3:23: all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
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The Bible’s picture is that we sin because we are already sinners. One of the Bible’s most
important passages on this issue is Romans 5:12-19.
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It explains there that Adam’s sin right at the beginning brought to the entire human race that
flows from him both sinful natures and God’s judgement and condemnation.
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Everyone who comes from Adam is connected to his sin. We are born into this world with
sinful natures that trace back to Adam’s sin.
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Romans 5:12 says: sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so
death spread to all men because all sinned.”
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We are born with inner lives that are directed towards ourselves and what we want, and not
directed towards God and what he wants.
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Because we have inner lives bent away from God in sin, when we are old enough to know right
from wrong, we act in sinful ways.
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We sin because we are already sinners.
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Possibly a helpful way to look at it might be to ask whether a tree produces apples because it is
an apple tree, or does the tree become an apple tree when it first produces an apple?
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The reality is an apple tree can grow for many years before it produces its first fruit.
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When it does finally produce apples, we’d say that it is producing fruit according to its nature.
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Psalm 51:5 says: Surely, I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
We are sinners by nature who show themselves to be sinners by choice.
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Everyone who is a parent knows this to be true from experience too. I didn’t have to teach my

children to say no, to disobey my directives, to throw food on the floor, to pinch, to poke their

tongue out, to throw myself on the floor and kick and scream!
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I didn’t teach them those things...but they got it from me.
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My parents didn’t teach me to do those things either, but I got it from them.
RO KB HABELFN, BRI FE D,

I, like my parents before me, have spent my time trying to correct that which comes naturally.
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There is solidarity in being created in the image of God for the glory of God, and solidarity in
all of us fall short of God’s glory through sin.
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We see this solidarity in sin, and its consequences, played out in racial, ethno-centric terms in
Genesis 10 and 11.
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The so-called Table of Nations in Genesis 10 reveals one central point - it stresses the common
origins of all peoples.
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The relationship between Genesis 10 & 11 is also significant. The generational account begins
in 10:1 and continues to 11:9.
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The Tower of Babel account in 11 explains how and why people spread out and filled the earth
with different languages.

11 FRRGEREFAET AP A LT AR B R R 6935 5 8l Exu ik Loy,

It reveals that the division into different people groups with different languages was a
consequence of human sin.
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Verse 4 says: Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so
that we MAY MAKE A NAME FOR OURSELVES and not be scattered over the whole face
of the earth.
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The Tower of Babel is a connective attempt by humanity to do what Adam and Eve did in the
Garden of Eden, an attempt to depose God.
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God’s judgement on them was to forever hinder their working together. He scatters them and
confuses their language as an act of judgement.
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Taken together, Genesis 10 reveals our unity as one blood under God’s blessing, and chapter 11
our diversity into many languages and groups under God’s judgement.
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The foundational problem is the human heart that wants to reject God.
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The Bible doesn’t just tell us why we have racism and ethnic pride, it gives us the solution to it
too.
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Genesis 10-11 sets the stage for Genesis 12 - the promise to Abraham:
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The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household
and go to the land I will show you. “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I
will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and
whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.

Wt EHZ G T [ 1RRAFEH LA, Kk, KK, ZHITRITIRAGH . 2 H L fE
k% KB, KLGRGHMN, )5 %K 1RBRIIAIF G, 3 %7754, HLA
FGA A TEANRAG, KL e Ko 69 E AL PR A ]

God’s call of Abram here is a direct response to the disastrous human situation described in
Genesis 3-11.
bR AZAHEMAMGT A (AlER) 311 FPREGARKIFMRZG HES

This is the turning point in the Bible that drives the rest of the Bible’s narrative.
ARG P AR T G TR AR 6 BUR 69 AT

This is the introduction to God’s spectacular redemptive plan. A plan that culminates in Jesus.
B A AR A BRI DN, —BVAINER A = e et Bl

God focuses on Abram not to be exclusive, but to use this individual and his descendants to
bless and deliver the entire world.
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The purpose of God choosing Israel was to witness to the universal power and love of God for
all people.
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Even in the Old Testament, God’s plans for the all the nations is amazing in it’s scope and
vision.
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God is not a racist. He doesn’t have favourites. The choosing of Israel was not for ethnocentric
purposes but for universal redemption.
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But Israel failed consistently in living for that purpose. They took the role of being racially and
morally superior.
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They consistently forgot the reason God chose them. It was still the case in Jesus’ time.
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But with his coming a radically new way of defining the people of God arrived, namely, faith in
him. Faith in Jesus trumps ethnicity and heritage.

{BrE FIRARAGBIR, — MR R EFTRGLHTZANHAT, PHENEE. FHEIKZ
Jo 1B AE A Ao A B

Over and over in the gospels this happens:

BAEF AL T EF —R X —RIHEAE

1  The story of the Good Samaritan — the foreigner is the hero of compassion (Luke
10:33).
YFHIB AR ARIITF - SR A RS T BIRE) S (3ea4 10:33 )

2 The healing of the ten lepers, and only one returns; and what is he? A Samaritan, the
foreigner shines with humble gratitude (Luke 17:16).
B SR e AT B B Jn , ARE—EER,; EABEA? —ARIEAEA, JSFA
AR 0 BB ZF PR (B Ahwdad 17:16) o

3 The healing of the Syrophoenician's daughter (Mark 7:26).
B R T2 0 BER K % 09 A A AR K LR B e (BTAERE 7:26) .

4 The worshipping of the wise men from the East, probably Persia or Arabia (Matthew
2 1).
WR T KRB E, TREFMKTEMAA (FRBEF2: 1) .

5  And finally in Luke 4 Jesus tells a story taken from 1 Kings 17.
wE, £ (BmigE) 4FF, RKIAET (FIER L) 17 FFHHRFE,
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It’s a story about God's passing over all the ethnic Jews to bring a miraculous blessing to a
foreign, Gentile from the land of Phoenicia.

ER—AMA LFBEITABAA, AR ABERA FIEINEA, BRI FAGMAG
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And a second story from 2 Kings 5. Again, the point is: of all the people that God might have
chosen to heal of leprosy he chose a foreign king, a Syrian, not a Jew.

BAHARA (PIELTY SFEWH BKF, Rk, T ALFTULEZLANHA
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When they heard Jesus say that they tried to kill him. Ethnic pride ran deep.
B AL IR ) IRAR IS ARAL T AL RS . Rk B ZRIRAAS,

The point Jesus was making is he’s the end of ethnocentrism and racial pride. He says he has
come to redeem a people from every ethnic group, not just one or a few.

IRERGGBLEL R, M RAER T O £ R AdEik B RRAGAE, R B EERAERA,
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God’s plan of redemption which started with a promise to Abraham finds its fulfilment in the
death of Jesus.
LA dE A AR TR R BERI D, ARG PTEIRT .,

More on this next week, but for now, Galatians 3:13 & 14 says:
TEEHRAL S, EshBATmE, (WEKF) 3:13-14 R:

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written:
“Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.” That is, he redeemed us by his death on the cross.

EARR B2 HNTKR TATE, #HIEENTEEEIGH T PAF R, P44 L2 F: [ AHE
KB _LAGHRE AT ]

He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles
through Christ Jesus

FREMIE [ F 975, FFRBIREZ IR, AN B 77H IR F

With Abraham, God set in motion a plan of redemption that overturns every curse for everyone
who receives the blessing of Abraham.

WA FRAE, LHE) T —ARARI 3], T TR LIE T A 4s FAUAR A A GG BT
AT

That blessing is the forgiveness of sins, and acceptance of God, and adoption into his eternal
family, that comes through Jesus Christ, the descendant of Abraham.

BAEMAGA RAME, = EfdiE, L84 F ARG IR T ENRILE K
JE o
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God’s redemptive plan has always been to save and bless people from all peoples of the earth
and to reunite them together with him as his people through Jesus.

b ) O B — AR AR B AR R LA RARAGA, 3 38 38 IR A AL i 5
R, RARKT R,

It is remarkable that 2000 years later that the geographical spread of the Christian faith is
virtually identical on every continent. Christianity hasn’t just appealed mainly to one racial or
cultural group.

(AT EM A 2000 54, A BHEHRESFEELSRNE TR, EABEHRET
FoR 5| —FE Ak R IALEERE

The main point of today has been to show us that the source of racism is the human heart.
Racial prejudice runs deep in a sinful heart.

AR EITR W ENET, kI ROGRBRAS, ERLKEERA{H LGS
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Our problem is not primarily biology or evolution or other people’s interpretation of the bible
or politics.

AT B RE £ BN R A G BGE NG R A R BUE R,

It’s the sin and prejudice in the heart. My heart, and your heart.
BACSTEEFRIL. K9S, FRES,

I need a new heart to see all people made in the image of God, and just as in need of God’s
great plan of redemption through Jesus as I am.

RE BB ORE BT AFAR Lt 10, AR R —AHRE & b 3525 01
RBAE 8912 K3

As we tackle this issue of racism and ethnocentricity it is essential, we go deeper than the
attitudes and behaviours of racism.

TR EmEAER T R RAP TRV, RMLATRILEZEIRGEERITS
P EIENGG R,

If we don’t go deeper into the reason why people are racist, and why you and I are, then the
result will be pride.

S0 R AN RN AN 1 e RAER . RA, AR B EARA B, A& RN RS
o

It will be too easy to conclude that racists, or those indifferent to racism, are just morally
inferior. That is very dangerous.

RBEDFH, Ak I iE, IR I RERMOMA, HiEIEER S F0ES,
AP AAET LR,

Those who denounce racism can feel morally superior and lose the sense of our common fallen
sinfulness.
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The only way to deal with racism and ethnic pride is to see all of us are complicit in it.

BIEAE R T R A Rok B R E— T kR A B KM A AASEEL P,

Racism 1is just one poisonous, destructive manifestation of something that absolutely every
person is doing in their heart.
Ak TR ARBFEANCRREAAEBGEHFG—AEA F69. PORHGEI,

What I am doing here in these first four or five sermons is lay out a worldview. Its an
overarching story of time and eternity.
BAGEZATE A BFE T RT AT B, 22— B AR AR LA 4848 693 F

It begins with the creation of all things by a merciful God, including people in his image. We
have sinned against him.

PR aE A= b LR Al B4, Q& BT LA, RERMARE T 1,

We will see how God comes into his world as one of us in the person of Jesus Christ to restore
us.

KAV A B b fedo {7 CAARER B 69 S i AARRGEIR, AE & AT 89— B RASI KA.

And we will see that God’s final goal is the unity of all kinds of people in Jesus Christ in
perfect love for all eternity.
KA A B Lf REBIZRITA & X ALIFEA B URENGFRIEGE—

There 1s another big story running around in our culture that significantly influences the issue of
racism.

RGP REE 5 —EHAEA T RFAELA T RBEORHE.

It too is a worldview. It runs from oppression to liberation. It divides the world into two groups.

AR AR, KRG A R AR AL,

All people are either in the dominant group that oppresses, or the marginalised group of the
oppressed.

A ANEJER RN 2 F5HE, RDRMBAEEHEE T —H.

As such, we either need to divest ourselves of power and seek to liberate others, or we need to
acquire power and liberate ourselves by dismantling all structures and institutions that appear to
oppress.

Hub, #MEEEZRE QTR LS RKBAA, REZBBIFRPTA ARG
IRk A AR RIRAFAE ) AL A T

It’s called Critical Race Theory. We are exposed to it even if we’ve never heard of it.

CAAE A [ FIAE AT | o BERFIR AT A Y, KMELZEARALF,
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Traditional

It separates the world into those who should be ashamed of their race and culture because they
are part of the majority group, and those who are justified in racism and ethnocentricity as they
seek personal liberation.

CHEER S BRI Z A B T AR LR B ZICEg A, B A2 S BEFRE 69— 31
o, VABARE A F KARAFRA A AL R T R A0 Rk T 0 £ 277 @k & AL

How on earth does that bring an end to racism? How on earth does it promote humility,
listening, understanding when it is all about structural power?

BB R A de T4 RAER ZR? & — AR A BH M, €3RI TIE R
2 ARFEA IR A ?

This series is about all of us checking our sinful prejudice hearts, not politics.

BB R | &M A RPITA ARE XA Rk LS, WA MABSE,

If we are going to be a church that is aligned with Jesus’ mission, then radical pride and
ethnocentricity must end...it ends as the gospel grows all of us in humility.

dm R AT H R A —(ASLIRER 6918 & — R A9 g, ARJEHE Y SE R AAE 2 P 0 £ R L A
GE R e JEIEEAZEAE RPTT A AG TR R R,

14



