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Jesus all About Meaning (plausible, relevant, good)
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When I was in Yr. 6 I thought, I can’t wait to be in high school. When I finally got to high
school it was great but after about 3 weeks, the feeling didn’t last.
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Then I looked at the seniors and thought, when I get to be a senior, a prefect, that’s when I’1l
have made it. Finally, when I was in Year 12 and a school prefect it was great for about 3
weeks, but that didn’t last.
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So, I began to think of university, when I get to Uni. that’s when it will be great. Eventually I
wound up at Uni. and it was great for about 3 weeks, but that didn’t last either.
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So, I thought, when I get a girlfriend then everything will be just right. I finally got a
girlfriend, and it was great for about 3 weeks ...
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- We’re always looking for the next thing, never satisfied, there’s an ache a hunger inside us but
for what?
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- Have you noticed how each new day, we strive, think and worry about the future, looking
desperately to fill our lives with anything that will give us meaning, relevance, significance,
purpose and hope.
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“I want my life to count.” / “I want to live a life of purpose.” / “I want my life to have
meaning.”
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Bernard Levin a British journalist once wrote, “Why do I have to know why I was born?

Because, of course, [ am unable to believe that it was an accident; and if it wasn’t one, it must
have a meaning.”
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Yet the American philosopher Thomas Nagel, writes in his essay The Absurd: “Even if you
produce a great work of literature which continues to be read thousands of years from now,
eventually the solar system will cool or the universe will wind down and collapse and all trace
of your effort will vanish ... The problem is that although there are justifications for most things
big and small that we do within life, none of these explanations explain the point of your life as
a whole ... It wouldn’t matter if you had never existed. And after you have gone out of
existence, it won'’t matter that you did exist.”
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He concludes that in order to answer the question, ‘what is the point of life’, we must attach
things we do to “something larger than ourselves.”
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What on earth am I here for? What is the purpose of my life? Why did God make me & what
am I supposed to be doing with my life? It’s not a new question.
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1000’s of years ago the teacher asked the question. Ecclesiastes. 7:24 How can anyone discover
the meaning of life?
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If all we are, are evolved cosmic specks of dust in the universe, our past has no purpose, our
future contains no hope, the inevitability of death means our present possesses nothing of real
meaning or value.
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None of us wants to merely exist, for life to just be average. By nature, we want our lives to be
full and purposeful and so we make a bucket list, put ourselves at the centre and make it up as
we go along.
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Sure, we can exist and keep busy, getting through school, gaining qualifications, working at a
job, raising a family, paying bills, living for the weekends, meeting deadlines and
commitments, solving problems, prioritising, we’re busy, and though we really want more
fulfillment from each day, the purpose of life alludes us.
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It’s amazing that people can go through life, not discovering the purpose they were made for,
and then they leave this life not knowing the answer to the question, ‘why do I exist?’
SANETNA, ATUAEB—4, PR ERAAMME B &), RBEEMEREZ — AR
Kol “HAEABEFE? 7 EERAHEE,

Atheist Bertrand Russell, recognized this, “Unless you assume a God, the question of life’s
purpose is meaningless.”
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We can know our purpose, because we can know a personal God who has revealed himself to
us.

HATT Aol A6 B 89, B AHERMTARE @ RIGT A THEA LS,

Before I get to our purpose, I want to outline the negative effects of NOT taking the time to
understand the purpose of life.
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If we fail to find the meaning and purpose of life, we face three consequences: Without
knowing our purpose, life will seem Tiresome.
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Without purpose we’re like a hamster on a treadmill, spinning, day after day, doing the same

thing over and over; at the end of the day you drop into bed and wonder why am I doing this?
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What is the purpose of life, is this all there is? Is there more to life than what I’'m doing?
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The author of Ecclesiastes, which is wisdom literature found in the scriptures was only too
aware of the tiresome nature of life; meaningless, meaningless everything is meaningless they
concluded.
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Without knowing our purpose, life will seem Unfulfilling
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When we don’t know our purpose, we’re restless, always on the move, moving to the next thing
wondering ‘is this going to bring satisfaction to me?” We’re never going to be at peace until we
know our purpose.
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Without knowing our purpose life will seem Uncontrollable
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While we try to control our lives, there are so many things out of our control — have you ever
tried to solve a problem like changing somebody or your circumstances that just refuse to
change?
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The truth is in life, some things seem unfixable. If you don’t know the purpose of your life, life
will seem tiresome, unfulfilling and uncontrollable.
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So, what do we do if we don’t know our purpose? There’s only 2 options
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#1) We make it up! People do this all the time, they try to create meaning for their life, and
they do it through a hobby or a sport, or music, achievements, a career, or something else,
trying to find a meaning, so they make it up.
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These activities can be fun and worthwhile, and they can have a value to them, but inside we
know, there’s gotta be more to life, than just having a job or having a hobby or having a sport.
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Something is missing. What on earth am [ here for?
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- Do we put this in the too hard basket, try not to think about it, fill our lives with things to
distract us from pending death & create meaning?
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We will never discover the meaning and purpose of our life by looking within ourselves, it’s
the wrong place to start. We didn’t create ourselves, so there is no way we can tell ourselves
what we were created for!
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The purpose of our life is far greater than our own personal fulfillment, our peace of mind, or
even our happiness. It’s far greater than our family, our school, our hobbies or even our wildest
dreams & ambitions. If we want to know why we were placed on this planet, we must begin
with our maker.
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Thank goodness there is a 2nd option to knowing our purpose in life
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This second option is to discover, what God says is the purpose of life
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God is the creator of life, so God knows. This is relevant plausible& good
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We were born by God’s purpose and for God’s purpose.
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Contrasted with what the world says, ‘it’s all about you,” it actually all starts with God!
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We’re not here by chance, this isn’t meaningless, we’re born with a purpose
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The answer is found in the Scriptures:
EEAREY

For everything, absolutely everything, above and below, visible and invisible, . . . everything
got started in Jesus and finds its purpose in Jesus; Colossians 1:16
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Everything in creation has a primary purpose, or a reason for existing; that’s every tree, every
rock, every creature, every human.
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For anyone or anything to be successful, it must fulfill that purpose.
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Every individual that God has created has a primary purpose.
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In the passage read to us a moment ago, Paul shows us 3 simple things to consider when living
purposefully, & God has 5 clear purposes for us.
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1) Know Your Purpose. In other words, what is our reason for living?
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What on earth am I here for?
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When we consider God’s purpose for our life and what gives life meaning, we need to
grasp that this it’s all about relationships & prefaced by LOVE: Love for God and love
for others.
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Outlined in the Scriptures, God actually has 5 purposes for us, & as we undertake them, they
attach us to “something larger than ourselves”
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So our #1 PURPOSE: We were planned for God’s good pleasure to worship God
(Magnification): we’re not a mistake, God intentionally made us, God loves us & delights in
us; as a parent loves their child
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“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power, for you created
all things, and by your will they were created and have their being;” Rev. 4:11.
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1647 The Westminster confession asked What is the chief end of humankind? A. A human’s
chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever.
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Don’t think this is as if God has some deep insecurity, is on some ego trip, or needs our praise.
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We give glory and praise all the time. We give glory to creator’s of new inventions, or a
standing ovation at a fantastic concert, we recognise athletes with medals and applaud academic
achievement & discoveries.
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God has given us an amazing planet and the gift of life, and each new day a sunrise, air to
breath, a plethora of amazing diversity in creation
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We have so much to be thankful to God for, to honour & give God glory; we give praise where
it is due — so we magnify & glorify God.
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In the passage read to us a moment ago from Philippians 3, Paul wrote quite simply, our 2nd
purpose for living is to be like Jesus.
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Philippians 3:10 “I want to know Christ, be like him, love & live like him
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Becoming like Christ, spiritual growth, discipleship and Maturity in our faith is one of God’s
purposes for our life.
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To be like JESUS! What a different world if everyone was like Jesus.
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Paul reminds us in this passage how holding onto the past, can hinder us from purposeful
living ..
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#2) v.13b Forgetting what is behind I press on.
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To live a life of purpose we can’t hold onto the Past.
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There are 2 elements of the past that we must let go of.
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a) “don’t hold onto the Bad.” Paul, just like all of us had a past to forget. He had caused a lot
of pain and hurt a lot of people
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But, now he was faced with a choice. He could either dwell on his mistakes and let them ruin
his life, or he could forget about them and move on
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We face this choice!
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Maybe you’ve had a bad experience just lately or maybe you did something long ago that you
regret. Maybe the memories keep coming back to haunt you and stop you from living
purposefully.
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Well guess what? We all have a past, but we must forget the past!
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I’m not talking about fond memories, hang on to them, BUT past mistakes.
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They’re in the past; done & gone. There’s nothing we can do to change that, sure, we can
hopefully learn not to repeat the same mistakes, but what we need to do is, “Forget what is
behind and press on.’
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Regardless of the past, we still have the rest of life to play out.
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As God’s grace shows He 1s willing to forget our mistakes, He expects us to do the same
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In 1s.43:25 reminds us, “I will remember your sins no more.’
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b) The 2nd element of the past that we must let go of:
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“Don’t hold onto the Good.” (this may seem counter-intuitive, let me explain)
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We can zero in on one good period of time in our life - and spend the rest of our lives trying to
relive that moment; ever heard someone say life was better in the ‘good old days’?
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Paul knew that a good past was not enough to guarantee a meaningful future and concluded:
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whatever gain I had I counted as loss for the sake of Christ
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Paul was saying “I will not live in the past. My purpose for living is for God’s glory and to be
like Jesus, and whatever happened yesterday, good or bad, is now ancient history. I will live for
Jesus today.”
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Know this: God loves us just the way we are, but He loves us too much to leave us that way —
he wants us transform us to be like Jesus!
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#3) The 3rd thing found in this Bible passage to focus us on a purposeful life v.14 — press on
toward the goal to win the prize
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Don’t lose sight of the fact that this isn’t all there is to life, the resurrection makes it clear that
eternity awaits, we come back, which means everything we do now counts.
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So, in the knowledge that in Jesus our future is secure, we don’t have to worry about tomorrow
s0 we can press on today!
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It is easy to live in the past. And it is easy to dream away the future. It’s a real challenge to face
the present, because it means we can no longer allow ourselves the luxury of saying, “if only, or
one of these days I’ll do this or that ...”
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Press on: Facing the present means that we choose to live life as it comes to us day by day, as
we put our faith in Jesus today, and trust Him to be involved in every part of our lives.
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There are incredible benefits of knowing our purpose and then living for that purpose.

Fail R ATEG B GG IRIR A ARME B 69w £ E R FEVLE S 69T

Knowing our purpose gives us focus, simplifies life, motivates us, and prepares us for eternity.
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That’s the key, our life now is preparation for eternity.
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In preparation for eternity, we need to know our 5 purposes:
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to summarise
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We were formed for God’s good pleasure, to worship God, give God the glory and magnify His
name.
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We were formed to be part of God’s family & fellowship together (Membership): God calls us
his children, we are a brand-new creation in Christ — let’s build one another up & carry each
other’s burdens.
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We were created to be disciples, to become like Christ (Maturity): from the inside out God
seeks to change us to be like Jesus - what a difference!
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We were shaped for serving God (Ministry): seeking justice, showing compassion; loving God
& loving others. That’s right now, wherever we are, whatever our skill set, vocation, passions;
we are one body in Christ with many parts, & roles & skills — if you love Jesus consider
yourself called — we’re all in ministry together — so let’s serve one another.
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We were made for a (Mission): wherever you are, proclaiming Jesus’ love & pointing everyone
to Jesus in word is purposeful living.
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Conclusion 43

Imagine there is a bank that credits your account each morning with $86,400. It carries over no
balance from day to day. Every evening it deletes whatever part of the balance you used during
the day.
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What would you do? Draw out all of it, surely!
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Each of us has such a bank. It’s called TIME.
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Every morning, it credits us with 86,400 seconds. Every night we lose whatever of this we have
failed to invest to a good purpose.
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We can never get back any that we did not use. It is lost forever.
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Each day TIME opens up a new account for us. Each night it burns the remains of the day. If
you fail to use the day’s deposits, the loss is ours.
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What are you doing with your life? What on earth am I here for?
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Now I know this illustration has some holes — we do need to sleep or else we’ll die, so if you
get 8 hours a night that’s 28800 seconds, But it does still leave us with 57600 seconds left to
seize each new day.
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Life 1s short, we need to take advantage of every opportunity that comes our way to fulfill a
meaningful & purposeful life.
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God has a purpose for everything and everyone. If your heart is beating right now, God wants
you to live out the purposes He has planned for you:
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Don’t wait for some transcendent experience or voice of God booming from the clouds, we are
all called now to magnification, membership, maturity, ministry and mission.
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Will you live a life of purpose? It begins when we say: “I want to know Christ, forgetting what

is past I press on.” Phil. 3
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